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JEREMIAH, xxili. 6. 


This is bis name, whereby he ſhall be called, 
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1. NN O W . and how in- 
H numerable are the conteſts, 
OK which have ariſen about re- 
wy? ? And not only among the 
ildren of this world, among thoſe 
who knew not what true religion was ; 
but even among the children of Gop, 
thoſe, who had experienced the kingdom of 
Gop within them, who had taſted of 
righteouſneſs and peage, and joy in the 


* 


Holy GRaſt. How many of theſe in all 


ages, inſtead of joining together againſt 
the common enemy, have turned their 
weapons againſt each other, and ſo not 
only waſfted their precious time, but hurt 
one anothers ſpirits, weakened each o- 
thers hands, and ſo hindered the great 


6. 4:9). 
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work of their common Maſter !: How 
many of the weak have hereby been 
offended ? How many of the lame 
turned out of the way? How many ſin- 
ners confirmed in their diſregard of all 
religion, and their contempt of thoſe that 
profeſs it? And how many of the ex- 
cellent ones upon earth have been con- 
ſtrained to weep in ſecret places? 


2. What would not every lover of 


Gop and his neighbour do, what would he 


not ſuffer to remedy this fore evil? To re- 


move contention from the childrenof God ? 
To reſtore or preſerve peace among them ? 


What but a good conſcience would he 


think too dear to part with, in order to 
promote this valuable end? And ſuppoſe 
we cannot make theſe wars to ceaſe in all 


_ the world, ſuppoſe we cannot reconcile 
all the children of Gop to each other, | 


however let each do what he can, let 
him contribute if it be but two mites to- 
ward it. Happy are they who are able 
in any degree to promote peace and good 


awill among men ! Eſpecially among good 
men; among thoſe E are all liſted | 


( 4] 
under the banner of tbe Prince of Peace ; 
and -are therefore peculiarly engaged, as 


much as lies in them, to live peaceably With 
all mien. 


3. It would be a conſiderable ſtep to- 
ward this glorious end, if we could bring 
good men to underſtand one another. 
Abundance of diſputes ariſe purely from 


the want of this, from mere miſapprehen- 


ſion. Frequently neither of the contend- 


ing parties underſtands what his oppo- 
nent means; whence it follows, that 


each violently attacks the other, while 
there is no real difference between them. 
And yet it is not always an eaſy matter, 
to convince them of this. Particularly 
when their paſſions are moved: it is then 


attended with the utmoſt difficulty. How- 


ever it 18 not impoſſible: eſpecially when 
we attempt it, not truſting in ourſelves, 
but having all our dependence upon Him, 
with whom all things are poſſible. How 
ſoon is He able to diſperſe the cloud, to 


ſhine upon their hearts, and to enable 


them, both to underſtand each other, and 
the truth as it is in Feſus ! | 


th 


— 


— 
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4. One very conſiderable article of 
this truth is contained in the words above 
recited, This is his name whereby he” 
ſhall be called, The Lord aur righteouſ- 
neſs : A truth this, which enters deep- 
into the nature of chriſtianity, and in a' 
manner ſupports the whole frame of it. 
Of this undoubtedly may be affirmed, 
what Luther affirms of a truth cloſely 
connected with it, it is Articulus ſtantis 
vel cadentis eccleſæ: The Chriſtian church 
ſtands or falls with it. It is certainly 
the pillar and ground of that faith, of 
which alone cometh ſalvation: Of that 
catholic or univerſal faith, which is found 


in all the children of Gop, and which 


«© unleſs a man keep whole and undefiled, 
cc without doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſt- 
8 ingly.” | 

5. Might not one dente reaſonably: 
expect, that however they differed in o- 
thers, all thoſe who name the name of 
Chriſt, ſhould agree in this point? But 


how far is this from being the caſe ? 
A 3 


T here is ſcarce any wherein they are 7 
little agreed: Wherein thoſe who all pro- 


fels to follow Chriſt, ſeem fo widely and 
irreconcileably to differ. I ſay cem; be- 
cauſe I am throughly convinced, That 
many of them only ſeem to differ. The 
diſagreement is more in words than in 
ſentiments: They are much nearer in 
Judgment than in language, And a wide 
difference in language there certainly is, 
not only between proteſtants and papiſts, 
but between proteſtant and proteſtant ; 
yea, even between thoſe who all believe 
juſtification by faith ; who agree, as well 
in this, as every en fundamental 


doctrine of the goſpel. 

6. But if the difference be more in hi- 
nion than real experience, and more in 
expreſſion than in opinion, how can it be, 
that even the children of Gop ſhould fo 
vehemently contend with each other on 
the point? Several reaſons may be affign+ 
ed for this; the chief is their not under 
ſtanding one another joined with too 
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(7] 
keen an attachment to their opinions, and 
particular modes of exhreſſion. 


In order to remove this, at leaſt in 
ſome meaſure, in order to our under- 
ſtanding one another on this head, I 
ſhall by the help of Gop endeavour to 
ſhew, 


I, What is the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ; 15 


II. When, and in what ſenſe, it is 
imputed to us: 


And conclude with a ſhort and plain 
application. 


And I. What is the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ? It is twofold, either his divine 
er his human righteouſneſs. 


1. His divine righteouſneſs. belongs to 
his divine nature, as he is *0 '«y He that 


exifteth, over all, God, bleſſed: for ever: 
The ſupreme, the eternal: Equal with 
ee the Father, as touching his Godhead, 


(5 ] 
ee tho' inferior to the Father, as touching his. 
„% Manhood.” Now this is his eternal, 
_ eſſential, immutable holineſs ; his infi- 
nite juſtice, mercy and truth : In all 
which He and the Father are one. 


But I do not apprehend that the divine 


righteouſneſs of Chrift, is immediately 
concerned in the preſent queſtion. I be- 
lieve few, if any, do now contend, for 
the imputation of this righteouſneſs to us. 
Whoever believes the doctrine of impu- 
tation, underſtand it chiefly, if not folely 
of his human righteouſneſs. 


2. The human righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


belongs to him in his human nature; 
as he is tbe mediator between Gop and 
man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. This is either 
internal or external, His internal righ- 
teouſneſs is the image of Gop, ſtampt on 
every power and faculty of his foul, It 
is a copy of his divine righteouſneſs, ſo 
far as it can be imparted to an hu- 
man ſpirit. It is a tranſcript of the di- 
vine purity, the divine juſtice, mercy and 
truth. It includes love, reverence, reſig- 


- 
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(9] 
nation to his Father ; humility, meeknels, 
gentleneſs ; love to Joſt mankind, and 
every other holy and heavenly temper : 


And all theſe in the higheſt degree, with- 


out any defect, or mixture of unholi- 
neſs. 

3. It was the leaſt part of his external 
righteouſneſs, that he did nothing amils : 
that he knew no outward fin of any 
kind, neither was guile found in bis mouth : 
That he never ſpoke one improper word, 
nor did one improper action. Thus far 
it is only a negative righteouſneſs, tho' 
ſuch an one as never did, nor ever can be- 
long to any one that is born of a woman, 


fave himſelf alone. But even his out- 


ward righteouſneſs was poſitive too, He 
did all things well. In every word of his 
tongue, in every work of his hands, he 
did precifely the ww:// of him haz. ſent him. 
In the whole courſe of his life, he did 
the will of Gop on earth, as the angels 
do it in heaven. All he acted and ſpoke 


was exactly right in every circumſtance, 


The whole and every part of his obedi- 


10 
ence was complete. He fulfilled all righ- 
tecuſneſs. | | 
4. But his obedience implied more than 
all this: It implied not only doing, but 
ſuffering : Suffering the whole will of 
Go, from the time he came into the 
world, till he bore our fins in his own body 
upon the tree: Vea, till having made a full 
atonement for them, He bowed his head, 


and gave up the ghoſt. This is uſually 


termed the paſſive righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the former, his active righteouſneſs. But as 
the active and paſſive righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
were never in fact ſeparated from each 
other, ſo we never need ſeparate them at 
all either in ſpeaking or even in thinking, 
And it is with regard to both theſe con- 
jointly, that Jeſus is called The Lord our 


righteouſneſs. 


II. But when is it, that any of us may 
truly ſay, The Lord our righteouſneſs ? In 
other words, when is it that the righte- 


ouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to us, and in 


what ſenſe is it imputed? | 


[ 11 ] 
1. Look thro? all the world, and all 
the men therein are either believers or 
unbelievers. The firſt thing then which 
admits of no diſpute among reaſonable 
men is this. To all believers the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed ; to unbe- 
Jievers it is not. 
gut when is it imputed ? ” When 
they believe. In that very hour the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is theirs. It is imput- 
ed to every one that believes, as ſoon as 
he believes: Faith and the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt are inſeparable. For if he be- 
lieves according to ſcripture, he believes 
in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. There is 
no true faith, that is, juſtifying faith, 
which hath not the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


for its object. 
2. It is true, believers may not a 


ſpeak alike; they may not all uſe the ſame 
language. It is not to be expected that 
they ſhould: we cannot reaſonably re- 
quire it of them. A thouſand circum- 
ſtances may cauſe them to vary from each 
other, in the manner of expreſſing them 


122 J 

ſelves. But a difference of expreſſion 
does not neceſſarily imply a difference of 
ſentiment. Different perſons may uſe dif- 
ferent expreſſions, and yet mean the ſame 
thing. Nothing is more common than 
this, although we ſeldom make ſuffici- 
ent allowance for it. Nay, it is not eaſy 
for the ſame perſons, when they ſpeak of 
the ſame thing at a conſiderable diſtance 
of time, to uſe exactly the ſame. expreſſi- 
| ons, even though they retain- the ſame 
3 ſentiments. How then can we be rigo- 
|  _ Tous, in requiring others, to uſe juſt the 
fame expreſſions with us? 

3. We may go a ſtep farther yet. Men 
may differ from us, in their opinions as 
well as their expreſſions, and neverthe- 
leſs be partakers with us, of the ſame 
Precious faith. Tis poſſible they may 

not have a diſtin apprehenſion, of the 
very bleſſing which they enjoy. Their 
3 ideas may not be ſo clear, and yet their 
experience may be as ſound as ours. There 
[| is a wide difference between the natural 
7 faculties of men, their underſtandings, in 


* 
——_—_— 


— — 


—_ 
* 
3 . Diets woos gt KK . —ͤ K 
* - 
_ 


2ü—ü— . ee rr mn — — 


( 13 ] 
particular. And that difference is ex- 
ceedingly increaſed, by the manner of 
their education. Indeed this alone may 
occaſion an inconceivable difference, in 
their opinions of various kinds. And why 
not, upon this head, as well as ON any 
other? But ſtill, though, their opinions 
as well as expreſſions, may be confuſed. 
and inaccurate, their hearts may cleave 
to Gop throagh the Son of his love, and 
be truly. intereſted in his righteouſneſs. 
4. Let us then make all that allowance 
to others, which were we in their. place, 
we ſhould deſire for ourſelves. Who is 
ignorant (to touch again on that circum- 
ſtance only) of the amazing power of 
education? And who that knows it, can 
expect, ſuppoſe, a member of the church, 
of Rome, either to think or ſpeak clearly 
on this ſubject ? And yet if we had heard 
even dying Bellarmine cry out, when he 
was aſked, ,** Unto which of the ſaints 
wilt thou turn * « Fidere meritis Chriſti 
tutiſſimum ; It is ſafeſt to truſt in the 
merits of Chriſt: Would we have affirm” d 
B That 


1141 


That notwithſtanding his wrong opinions, 


he had no ſhare in his righteouſneſs ? 


5. But in what ſenſe is this righteouſ- 
neſs imputed to believers ?” In this: All 
believers are forgiven and accepted, not 


for the ſake of any thing in them, or 


of any thing that ever was, that is, 
or ever can be done by them, but 
wholly and folely for the fake of 


what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for 
them. 1 ſay again, not for the ſake of 


any thing in them or done by them, of 


their own righteouſneſs or works. Not far 


works of righteonſneſs which we have done, 
but of his own mercy he ſaved us. By 


grace ye are ſaved thro faith —Net of 


works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt : But 
wholly and folely for the ſake of what 


Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for us. We 


are juſtified freely, by his grace, thr 
the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
And this is not only the means of our ob- 
taining the favour of Gop, but of our 
continuing therein. It is thus we come 
to Gop at firſt: It is by the ſame we 


Kome unto him ever after. We walk in 
3 * A 
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(75 ] 
one and the ſame new and living way, tilt 
our ſpirit returns to Gop. 

6. And this is the doctrine, which 1 
have conſtantly believed and taught, for 
near eight and twenty years. This I pub 
liſhed to all the world in the year 1738, 
and ten or twelve times ſince, in thoſe 
words, and many others to the ſame ef- 


fect, extracted from the homilies of our 


church. * Theſe things muſt neceſſa- 
rily go together in our juſtification, upon. 
God's part his great mercy and grace, 
upon Chriſt's part, the ſatisfaction of 
God's juſtice, and on our part, faith in. 
the merits of Chriſt, So that the grace. 
of Gop doth not ſhut out the righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop in our juſtification, but only 
ſhutteth out the righteouſneſs of man, as 
to deſerving our juſtification.” | 

« That we are juſtified by faith alone, 


is ſpoken to take away clearly all merit 


of our works, and wholly to aſcribe the 


merit and deſerving of our juſtification to- 


Chriſt only. Our juſtification comes 
freely of the mere mercy of Gop, For 


16 

whereas all the world was not able to pay 
any part toward our ranſom, it pleaſed 
him, without any of our deſerving, to 
prepare for us Chriſt's body and blood, 
whereby our ranſom might be paid, and 
his juſtice ſatisfied. Chrift therefore is 
now the righteouſneſs of all them that 
truly believe in him,” | 

7. The hymns publiſhed a year or two 
after this, and ſince republiſhed ſeveral 
times (a clear teſtimony that my judg- 
ment was {till the ſame) ſpeak full to the 
ſame purpoſe. To cite all the paſſages to 
this effect, would be to tranſcribe a great 
part of the volumes, Take one for all, 
which was reprinted ſeven years ago, five 


years ago, two years ago, and ſome months 
ſince. 

“ Tefy, thy blood and righteouſneſs 
My beauty are, my glorious dreſs : 
Midſt flaming worlds in theſe array'd 
With joy ſhall I lift up my head.” 

The whole expreſſes the ſame ſentiment, 
from the beginning to the end. 


-1 FJ 
8. In the ſermon on juſtification pub- 
liſhed nineteen, and again ſeven or eight 
years ago, I expreſs the ſame thing in 


theſe words, p. 87. In conſideration 


of this, that the Son of Gop hath rated 


death for every man, Gop hath now re- 
conciled the worid unto himſelf, not imput- 
ing to them their former treſþaſſ?s. 80 
that for the ſake of his well-beloved Son, 
of what he hath done and fuftered for us, 
Gop now vouchſafes on one only con- 
dition (which himfelf alſo enables us to 
perform) both to remit the puniſhment 
due to our fins, to re-inſtate us in his fa- 
vour, and to reſtore our dead fouls to 
ſpiritual life, as the carneſt of life eter- 
nal,” | 


9. This is more largely and particular- 
ly expreſſed in the treatiſe on juſtification, 
which I publiſhed laſt year. If we take 
the phraſe of imputing Chriſt's righteouſ- 
xeſs, for the beſtowing (as it were) the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, including his o- 
bedience, as well paſſive as active in the 

8:2 re 


oh, 
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return of it; that is, in the privileges, 
bleſſings and benefits purchaſed by it: So 
a believer may be ſaid to be juſtified, by 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed. The 
meaning is, Gop juſtifies the believer, 
for the ſake of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and 
not for any righteouſneſs of his own. So 
Calvin (Inſtit. I. 2. c. 17.) * Chriſt by 
his obedience procured and merited for 
us grace or favour with Gop the Father. 
Again, Chriſt by his obedience pro- 
cured or purchaſed righteouſneſs for us.“ 
And yet again: All ſuch expreſſions 
as theſe, That we are juſtified by the 
grace of God, that Chriſt is our righte- 
ouſneſs, that righteouſneſs was procured 
for us by the death and reſurrection. of 
Chriſt, import the ſame thing:” Name- 
ly, that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, both 
his active and paſſive righteouſneſs, is the 
meritorious cauie of our juſtification, and 
have procurcd for us at Gop's hand, that 
upon our believing, we ſhould be account- 
ed righteous by him.“ p. 5. = 


10 
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10. But perhaps ſome will object, 
* Nay, but you affirm, that 7, is im- 
puted to us for righteonfneſs.,” St. Paul 
affirms this over and over; therefore I 
affirm it too. Faith is imputed for righ- 
teouſnefs to every believer ; namely, faith 
in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, But this 
is exactly the ſame thing, which has been 
ſaid before. For by that expreſſion, I 
mean neither more nor leſs, than that 
we are juſtified by faith, not by works : 
Or that every believer is forgiven and ac- 
cepted, merely for the ſake of what 
Chriſt has done and ſuffered. 


11. » But is not a behever, inveſted 
or cloathed with the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ?” Undoubtedly he is. And accord- 
dingly the words above recited, are the 
language of every believing heart. 

e Jeſu, thy blood and righteouſneſs - 

My beauty aro, my glorious dreſs.” 


'That is, for the fake of thy active and 


paſſive righteouſneſs, I am forgiven and 


accepted of Gop, 
But 


( 20 ] 

* But muſt not we put off the filthy 
rags of our own righteouſneſs, before we 
can put on the ſpotleſs righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt?“ Certainly we muſt; that is, 
in plain terms, we mult repent, before we 
can believe the goſpel, We muſt be cut 
off from dependence upon ourlclves, 
before we can truly depend upon Chriſt, 
We mult caſt away all confidence in our 
own righteouſneſs, or we cannot have a 
true confidence in His. Till we are de- 
livered from truſting in any thing that 
we do, we cannot throughly truſt in what 
he has done and ſuffered. Firſt we res» 
ceive the ſentence of death in ourſelves ; 
then we truſt in him that lived and died 


for us, / Pa 1 a 
CL FR C17. ; 5 br 14. 


12, But do not you believe hh rent 
righteouſneſs ?” Yes, in its proper place : 
Not as the ground of our acceptance with 
Gop, but as the fruit of it: Not in the 
place of imputed righteouſneſs, but as con- 
ſequent upon it. That is, I believe Gop' 
implants * in every one to 
whom 


21 } 
whom he has imputed it. I believe Feſus 
Chriſt is made of Gon unto us ſanctificati- 
en, as well as righteouſneſs: Or, that 
Gop ſanctifies, as well as juſtifies, all them 
that believe in Him. They to whom the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed, are 
made righteous by the Spirit of Chriſt, are 
renewed in the image of Gop, after the 

likeneſs wherein they were created, in 


righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


13. © But do not you put faith in the 
room of Chriſt, or of his righteouſneſs? ” 
By no means. I take particular care, 
to put each of thele in its proper place, 
The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the whole 
and ſole foundation of all our hope. It is 
By faith that the Holy Ghoſt enables us, to 
build upon this foundation, Gop gives 
this faith. In that moment we are ac- 
cepted of Gop : And yet, not for the 
ſake of that faith, but of what Chriſt has 
done and ſuffered for us. You ſee, each 
of theſe has its proper place, and neither 
claſhes with the other: We believe, we 


love; 
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love; we endeavour to walk in all the 
commandments of the Lord blameleſs. 
Yet, 
While thus we beſtow 
Our moments below, 
Ourſelves we forſake, 


And refuge in Jeſus's righteouſneſs take. 


His paſſion alone, 
The foundation we own : 
And pardon we claim, 
And eternal redemption in Jeſus's name. 


T4. I therefore no more deny the righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt, than I deny the God- 


head of Chriſt. And a man may full as 
juſtly charge me with denying the one as the 
other. Neither do I deny imputed righte- 
ouſneſs : This is another unkind and un- 
juſt accuſation. I always did, and do 
ſtill continually afirm, That the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to every be- 
liever. But who do deny it? Why all 
inſidels, whether baptized or unbaptized: 
All who aftirm the glorious goſpel of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. to be a cunningly we 
vile 


L 
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wiſed fable. All Socinians and Arians 
all who deny the ſupreme Godhead of 
the Lord that bought them. They of 
conſequence deny his divine righteouſneſs, 
as they ſuppoſe him to be a mere crea- 
ture. And they deny his human righ- 
teouſneſs, as imputed to any man, ſceing 
they believe every one is accepted /r bis 
own righteouſiieſs, 


15. The human righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
at leaſt the imputation of it, as the whole 


and ſole meritorious cauſe, of the juſtifi- 
cation of a ſinner before Gop, is likewiſe 
denied by the members of the church of 
Rome: By all of them who are true to the 
principles of their own church, But undoubt- 
edly there are many among them, whoſe 
experience. goes beyond their principles, 
Who tho' they are far from expreſſing 
themſelves juſtly, yet feel what they know 

not how to expreſs, Yea, altho' their 
_ conceptions of this great truth, be as 
crude as their expreſſions, yet with their 


heart they believe; they reſt on Chriſt 
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alone, both unte preſent and eternal ſal- 
vation. 


16, With theſe we may rank thoſe, 
even in the reformed churches, who are 
uſually termed Myſics. One of the chief 
of theſe in the preſent century (at leaſt 
in England) was Mr. Law, It is well 
known that he abſolutely and zealouſly 
denied, the imputation of the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt: As zealouſly as Robert 
Barclay, who ſcruples not to ſay, « Im- 
puted righteouſneſs, imputed nonſenſe !” 
The body of the people known by the 
name of Quakers, eſpouſe the ſame ſen- 
timent. Nay, the generality of thoſe 
who profeſs themſelves members of the 
church of England, are either totally ig- 
1 norant of the matter, and know nothing 
. about imputed righteouſneſs, or deny this 


| and juſtification by faith together, as de- 5 
ſtructive of good works. To theſe we may 
add a conſiderable number of the people 
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thouſands of Preſbyterians and Indepen- 
dents, lately enlightened by the writings 
of Dr. Taylor. On the laſt I am not 
called to pals any ſentence : I leave them 
to Him that made them. But will any 
one dare to aftirm, That all Myſtics 
(ſuch as was Mr, Law in particular) all 
Quakers, all Preſbyterians or Indepen- 
dents, and all members of the Church of 
England, who are not clear in their opi- 
nions or expreſſions, are void of all chriſ- 
tian experience ? That conſequently they 
are all in a ſtate of damnation, without? hope, 
without Gon in the world? However 
confuſed their ideas may be, however im- 
proper their language, may there not be 
many of them whoſe heart is right toward 
Gop, and who effectually know the ry 
our righteouſneſs ? 


17. But bleſſed be Gop, we are not 
among thoſe who are ſo dark in their 
conceptions and expreſſions, We no 
more deny the phraſe than the thing; but 
we are unwilling to obtrude it on o- 


ther men, Let them uſe either this or 
C ſuch 
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alone, both unto preſent and eternal ſal- 
valion. 


16. With theſe we may rank thoſe, 
even in the reformed churches, who are 
uſually termed Mies. One of the chief 
of theſe in the preſent century (at leaſt 
in England) was Mr. Law, It is well 
known that he abſolutely and zealouſly 
denied, the imputation of the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt: As zealouſly as Robert 
Barclay, who ſcruples not to ſay, Im- 
puted righteouſneſs, imputed nonſenſe !” 
The body of the people known by the 
name of Quakers, eſpouſe the ſame ſen- 
timent. Nay, the generality of thoſe 
who profeſs themſelves members of the 
church of England, are either totally ig- 
norant of the matter, and know nothing 
about imputed righteouſneſs, or deny this 
and juſtification by faith together, as de- 
ſtructive of good works. To theſe we may 
add a conſiderable number of the people 
| EY {tiled Anabaptiſts, together with 


thou- 
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thouſands of Preſbyterians and Indepen- 
dents, lately enlightened by the writings 
of Dr. Taylor. On the laſt I am not 
called to pals any ſentence : I leave them 
to Him that made them. But will any 
one dare to affirm, That all Myſtics 


(ſuch as was Mr. Law in particular) all 


Quakers, all Preſbyterians or Indepen- 
dents, and all members of the Church of 
England, who are not clear in their opi- 
nions or expreſſions, are void of all chriſ- 
tian experience ? That conſequently they 
are all in a ſtate of damnation, without hope, 
without Gop in the world? However 


confuſed their ideas may be, however im- 


proper their language, may there not be 
many of them whoſe heart is right toward 
Gov, and who effectually know the Lord 


our righteouſneſs ? 


15. But bleſſed be Gop, we are not 
among thoſe who are ſo dark in their 
conceptions and expreſſions. We no 


more deny the phraſe than the thing ; but 


we are unwilling to obtrude it on o- 
ther men. Let them uſe either this or 
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ſuch other expreſſions as they judge to be 


more exactly ſcriptural, provided their 
leart reſts only on what Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered, for pardon, grace and glory. 
I cannot expreſs this better than in Mr. 
Hervey's words, worthy to be wrote in 
letters of gold. We are not ſolicitous 
as to any particular ſet of phraſes. Only 
let men be humbled as repenting crimi- 
nals at Chriſt's fect, let them rely as de- 
voted penſioners on his merits, and they 
are undoubtedly in the way to a bleſſed 
immortality.” 


18. Is there any need, is there any 
poſſibility of ſaying more? Let us only 
abide by this declaration, and all the con- 
tention about this or that particular 
 pbraſe is torn up by the roots. Keep to 
this: “ All who are humbled as repent- 
mg criminals at Chriſt's feet, and rely 
as devoted penſioners on his merits, are 
in the way to a bleſſed immortality :” And 
what room for diſpute? Who denies this ? 


Do wie not all meet on this ground? What | 


then ſhall we wrangle about? A man 
of peace here propoſes terms of accommo- 
dation to all the contending parties. We 
deſire no better. We accept of the terms. 
We ſubſcribe to them with heart and 


hand. Whoever refuſes ſo to do, ſet a 


mark upon that man ! He 1s an enemy 
of peace, and a troubler of Iſrael, a diſ- 
turber of the church of God, 


19. In the mean time, what we are 


afraid of is this; leſt any ſhould uſe the 


phraſe, ©« The righteouſneſs of Chriſt,” 
or, „ The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
& imputed to me,” as a cover for his 
unrighteouſneſs. We have known this 
done a thouſand times. A man has 
been reproved, ſuppoſe, for drunkennels. 
{© O, ſaid he, I pretend to no righteouſ- 
neſs of my own Chriſt is my righteouſ- 
neſs.” Another has been told, that the 


extortioner, tae unjuſt, hall not inherit 


the kingdom of God. He replies with 
all aſſurance. I am unjuſt in myſelf, 


but I have a ſpotleſs righteouſneſs in 


J 
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Chriſt.” And thus though a man be as 
far from the practice as from the tempers 
of a chriſtian, though he neither has the 
mind which was in Chriſt, nor in any 
reſpect walks as he walked, yet he has 
armour of proof againſt all conviction, in 


what he calls the rightecuſneſs of Chriſt, 


20. It is the ſeeing ſo many deplor- 
able inſtances of this kind, which makes 
us ſparing in the uſe of theſe expreſſions, 
And 1 cannot but call upon all of you, 
who uſe them frequently, and beſcech 
you in the name of God our Saviour, 
whoſe you are and whom you ſerve, ear- 
neſtly to guard all that hear you, againſt 
this accurſed abuſe of it. O warn them 
(it may be they will hear your voice) 
againſt continuing in fin that grace may 
abound ! Warn them againſt making 
Chriſt the miniſter of jin! Againſt making 
void that folemn decree of Gop, ww:th- 
out bolineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, by 
a vain imagination of being holy in Cbriſt. 
O warn them, that if they remain un- 
righteous, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt wil 
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profit them nothing! Cry aloud, (I 
there not a cauſe ?) that for this very end 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to 
us, that the righteouſneſs of the law may 
be fulfilled in us, and that we may live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 


world. 


Tt remains only, to make a ſhort and 
plain Application. And firſt I would 
addreſs myſelt to you, who violently op- 
poſe theſe expreſſions, and are ready to 
condemn all that uſe them as Antino- 
mians. But 1s not this bending the bow 
too much the other way ? Why ſhould 
you condemn all who do not ſpeak juſt 
as you do? Why ſhould you quarrel 
with them, for uſing the Phraſes they 
like any more than they with you, for 
taking the ſame liberty ? Or if they do 
quarrel with you upon that account, do 
not imitate the bigotry which you blame. 
At leaſt allow them the liberty, which 
they ought to allow you. And why 
ſhould you be angry at an Expreſſion ? 
O, it has been abuſed.” And what 
expreſſion has not ? However the abuſe 
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may be removed, and at the ſame time 
the uſe remain Above all, be ſure to retain 
the important ſenſe which is couched 
under that expreſſion. All the bleſſings 
I enjoy, all I hope for, in time and in 
eternity, are given wholly and ſolely for 
the ſake of what Chriſt has done and 
ſuffeced for me. 


I would, ſecondly, add a few words, 
to you who are fond of theſe expreſſions. 
And permit me to aſk, Do not I allow 
enough ? What can any reaſonable man 
defire more ? I allow the whole /en/e 
which you contend for : that we have 
every bleſſing through the righteouſneſs of 
God our Saviour. I allow you to uſe 
whatever expreſſions you chuſe, and that 
a thouſand times over: Only guarding 
themagainſt thatdreadful abuſe, which you 
are as deeply concerned to prevent as I am. 
I myſelf frequently uſe the expreſſion in 
queſtion, imputed righteouſneſs : And 
often put this and the like expreſſions 
4nto the mouth of a whole congregation. 
But allow me liberty of Conſcience here- 
in: Allow me the right of private judg- 
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ment. Allow me to uſe it juſt as often 
as 1 judge it- preferable to any other ex- 
preſſion. And be not angry with me, 
if I cannot judge it proper, to uk, any 
one expreſſion every two minutes. You 
may if you pleaſe : But do not condemn 
me, becauſe I do not. Do not, for this, 
repreſent me as a Papiſt, or © an enemy 
to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt.” Bear with 
me, as I do with you : Elſe how ſhall 
we fulfill the Law of Chriſt ? Do not 
make tragical outcries, astho' I was Sub- 
verting the very foundations of Chriſtia- 
nity.” Whoever does this, does me much 
wrong : the Lord lay it not to his charge ! 
I lay, and have done ſor many years, the 
very ſame foundation with you. And 
indeed other foundation can no man lay, 
than that which is laid, even Jeſus Chriſt, | 
T build inward and outward Holineſs 
| thereon, as you do, even by faith. Do 
not therefore ſuffer any diſtaſte or un- 
kindneſs, no, not any ſhyneſs or coldneſs 
in your heart. If there were 4 difference 
of opinion, where is our religion, if we 
cannot think and let think ? what hinders, 
but 
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